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The purpose: 

     In short, wine tastings are for people who want to learn more about wines by tasting them. Wine tastings can help you develop your palette and become savvy wine buyers.
To get the most from your wine tasting experience, we offer some Do’s and Don’ts and other helpful tips:

                                                                       Please  Do…   
1. Take notes (after several wines, you may need this). Write down what you want to remember about each    wine.






2. Taste all the wines in the recommended order. You may be surprised to find that your palette has changed.  Besides, not all chardonnay taste the same, etc...  It’s okay to pick and choose.  However, you will learn more if you try them all.  It’s just as important to learn what you don’t like as what you do like.    
3. Spit or dump wine.  You don’t have to swallow all of the wine that is poured into your glass.  Alcohol can affect your judgment, especially the last half of the tasting.  

4. Drink water and eat crackers between wines to cleanse your palette.

5.  Ask questions and talk about the wines.

6. Come with wine shopping in mind. Take advantage of any discounts at a tasting, or return to make your purchase when you are ready.  Support the wine store that offers the tasting service so they can continue doing them.
7. Pace yourself or have a designated spitter.  Drink responsibly and arrive home safely.

                                                                      Please  Don’t…
1. Wear heavy perfume/cologne/hairspray etc… it greatly interferes with your ability to smell the wines, which is just as important as tasting it.  The people standing next to you will appreciate this as well.
2. Chew gum or arrive with anything strong in flavor already on your palette. 
3. Monopolize the server when the table is busy.  Save in-depth questions/discussions for a better time.
4. Make negative comments about the wine.  Ask questions instead.  It’s okay to not like the wine, but find out why so you are less likely to make a bad purchase sometime in the future.  Moreover, the wine that you don’t like may be someone else’s favorite.  Negative comments are best left unsaid, lest you offend anyone.
5. Ask for seconds.  This is why we take notes.  A second taste of a wine or two is fine as an exception, but cannot be the rule. Wine tastings have strict laws that limit the amount served to each person and it can become unnecessarily expensive to the host when there are a lot of people to serve at the tasting.
It’s okay to have a good time.  Just remember the purpose...It’s a wine education for wine store customers. Take advantage of the free information when you can. The state limits how many tastings can be conducted each year.
